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By Dena Cassella 

Using the word ‘rescue’ in its motto isn’t just for 

turning heads, although Aloha Harvest’s staff 

admits the attention-getting term has helped 

their cause. “Rescuing Food to Feed Hawaii’s 

Hungry” is the organization’s main mission, and 

has been for the past 13 years. 

Aloha Harvest rescues and delivers quality food 

to social service agencies on Oahu, which feed 

the hungry and homeless.  The non-profit 

organization picks up perishable and 

nonperishable food from more than 350 donors 

such as local hotels, restaurants, caterers and 

distributors—including Castle Medical Center, 

Rainbow Drive-In, Whole Foods, Frito Lay, Coca 

Cola, Kentucky Fried Chicken, Meadow Gold 

Dairies, Y. Hata, Sheraton Waikiki, and 

Starbucks. 

“We are a food rescue program, which really differentiates us from other services,” explains Aloha 

Harvest Executive Director Ku`ulei Williams. “When we say we ‘rescue food,’ it’s because we do. Our 

drivers go to various hotels, restaurants, and establishments to collect perfectly good food that is often 

being thrown out because it is in excess or not to the ‘standards’ of that place. Saying that we rescue 

food has been a helpful attention getter—it makes people interested in what we do.” 

Last year’s generous grants, donations, and two new, plus-sized donation trucks allowed Aloha Harvest 

to further its success in the community and feed those in need. The organization was bestowed a grant 

of $10,000 from Friends of Hawaii Charities to help purchase the new trucks last June. “Getting our two 

new trucks out on the road was a highlight of our year,” says Williams. “Those trucks are like our 

moving billboards. We are able to deliver more food to more places and the trucks have helped heighten 

people’s awareness of us.” 

Since 1999, the organization has rescued and delivered 9-million pounds of food for Oahu’s hungry—an 

inspirational accomplishment Williams says could not have been achieved without the “tremendous help” 

from their partners and the community. 

In 2012, the organization received several charitable grants, which have allowed it to continue its work 

and support its growth. Williams notes that 98 percent of every dollar donated to Aloha Harvest goes 

directly back into the program. In the last few months of 2012, Aloha Harvest received many thoughtful 

 



grants—including a two-year grant of $75,000 from the Harold K.L. Castle Foundation and a two-year 

grant of $25,000 from the Atherton Family Foundation that will be used for capacity building needs. 

Aloha Harvest received a grant from Hau`oli Mau Loa, the Alexander and Baldwin Foundation, the Harry 

& Jeanette Weinberg Foundation, the Kosasa Foundation (ABC Stores), and the Tommy Holmes 

Foundation this past year. 

“We are so incredibly thankful for all of the 

generous support we receive,” says Williams. 

These grants allow us to continue this 

mission at a time when there is tremendous 

need in the community for our service.” 

Partnering with local stores, restaurants, and 

businesses has also contributed to Aloha 

Harvest’s successful year. Thanks to Whole 

Foods Kailua and Whole Foods Kahala’s 

Holiday Grab And Give Campaign, the 

organization received over $60,245 worth of 

grocery items and toiletries to deliver directly 

to hungry and homeless families and 

individuals this past holiday season. And, Big 

City Diner donated 15 percent of every bill on 

November 15, 2012, to Aloha Harvest. 

One of the organization’s new projects for 2013 is its first annual “Fill the Truck” canned food drive. On 

Saturday, February 2, 2013, the Aloha Harvest trucks will have their doors open and parked in the 

Safeway Kapahulu parking lot. “We’re trying to find a way to provide more shelf stable items to our 152 

different social service agencies, and gain community participation and visibility at the same time, 

events like this, and our other food drives, will help with that,” explains Julie Williams, Aloha Harvest 

Food Donation Coordinator. “We’re hoping area businesses and schools use this opportunity to collect 

canned foods, and present them at the event.” 

The Fill the Truck Food Drive is from 8am to 2pm. Aloha Harvest is still looking for volunteers to accept 

donations and educate the Safeway customers about some of the most needed items. 

The organization is trying to extend itself to the public and gain awareness about their cause. Williams 

says a great way to learn more about Aloha Harvest is to attend its Food Drive and Agency Fair on April 

10, 2013 at Tamarind Park in Bishop Square. This event shows the diversity of the agencies and 

partners the organization works with, and helps people better understand Hawaii’s hunger and homeless 

issues. 

 

 


