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Kuulei Williams 

Executive Director, Aloha Harvest 

 

Kuulei Williams heads the only private nonprofit in 

Hawaii that gathers excess food from restaurants, caterers, grocers and distributors and gives it free 

of charge to 169 different social service agencies that serve the needy. In her five years as executive 

director, 6.3 million pounds of food have been gathered and given to the hungry and homeless. A 

pastor’s wife, she is married to Rev. Ron Williams of Community Church of Honolulu and often leads 

Sunday worship services and makes home and hospital visits on weekends. “She manages the staff, 

donors, recipient organizations and volunteers in a way that treats all involved with dignity and 

respect, but gets the work done effectively and efficiently,” a nominator said. 

 

The biggest issue facing nonprofits in Hawaii, and how my organization is addressing 

it: Funding for operation support seems to be the main topic of discussions still on the table amongst 

nonprofits. With so many nonprofits in Hawaii, the competition is getting tougher — not that the 

support isn’t there. I believe there are so many nonprofits doing great work, and funders would love 

to help us all if that were possible. Many of us have seen this through smaller grant amounts 

awarded. For Aloha Harvest, I find that I am having to write more grants and do more research to 

creatively diversify potential income to support our operation. 

 

How my organization is diversifying its funding base: Along with diversifying grant income 

potential, we are researching more options through fundraising, building upon the fundraising events 

we have started as well as finding ways to utilize our website and social media. With this comes 

broadening our visual presence and recognition in the community so more people know about Aloha 

Harvest and the impact of our work in the community. 

 

Characteristics of an ideal nonprofit board member: Someone who is engaged in the 

organization, who is willing to lend their expertise, willing to contribute in a concrete manner, is 

genuinely active, and has a passion for the mission of our organization. 

 

One thing that most people don’t know about me: This is probably quite surprising to most, but I 

was very shy growing up — maybe because I had five older siblings who spoke for me. My teachers 

used to write notes on my progress reports that I was too quiet and need to participate more. 

Speaking in front of a group is still not in my “comfort zone,” but I guess I’ve learned how to do that.  

http://www.bizjournals.com/pacific/gallery/23361?r=http://www.bizjournals.com/pacific/print-edition/2014/04/18/businesswoman-of-the-year-finalists.html?page%3Dall

